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SP04-17 

Title Canons Applicable to Assigned Judges (amend Canon 6B of the California 
Code of Judicial Ethics) 
 

Summary This proposed amendment provides that assigned judges may not lend their 
title to promote a business or commercial venture, such as a private dispute 
resolution firm. 
 

Source Supreme Court Advisory Committee on the Code of Judicial Ethics 
 

Staff Mark Jacobson, 415-865-7898 
 

Discussion Canon 6B currently provides judges in the Assigned Judges Program shall 
comply with all provisions of the Code of Judicial Ethics except canons 
4C(2) (appointment to governmental positions), 4E (fiduciary activities), and 
4D(2), which states: “A judge shall not participate in, nor permit the judge’s 
name to be used in connection with, any business venture or commercial 
advertising that indicates the judge’s title or affiliation with the judiciary or 
otherwise lend the power or prestige of his or her office to promote a 
business or any commercial venture.”   
 
Effective January 1, 2003, the Chief Justice of California adopted a policy 
that judges serving in the Assigned Judges Program would no longer be 
permitted to engage in private dispute resolution activities for which they are 
compensated.  In view of this policy, the Supreme Court Advisory 
Committee on the Code of Judicial Ethics has recommended to the Supreme 
Court that it circulate for public comment a proposal that canon 6B be 
amended to delete the exception for canon 4D(2).  The proposed amendment 
would have the effect of subjecting assigned judges to canon 4D(2). 
 
Because assigned judges are no longer permitted to engage in private dispute 
resolution for compensation, the committee concluded that no circumstances 
remain under which an assigned judge should be permitted to lend his or her 
title to promote a business or commercial venture.  The removal of this 
exception from canon 6B would be consistent with the fact assigned judges 
are bound by canon 2B(2).  Canon 2B(2) provides a judge “shall not lend the 
prestige of judicial office to advance the pecuniary or personal interest of the 
judge or others.”  Canon 2B(2) is not among the exceptions in current canon 
6B.  Thus, under canon 2B(2), an assigned judge may not use the prestige of 
judicial office to promote the personal or financial interest of the judge or 
others.   Likewise, under the proposed amendment, an assigned judge would 
not be permitted to “lend the power or prestige of his or her office to 
promote a business or any commercial venture.” 
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The text of the proposed amendment to the canon is attached. 
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Canon 6B of the California Code of Judicial Ethics would be amended effective January 
1, 2005, to read: 

 
B.  Retired Judge Serving in the Assigned Judges Program 1 
 2 
A retired judge who has filed an application to serve on assignment, meets 3 
the eligibility requirements set by the Chief Justice for service, and has 4 
received an acknowledgment of participation in the assigned judges 5 
program shall comply with all provisions of this Code, except for the 6 
following: 7 
 8 
 4C(2)  Appointment to governmental positions 9 

4D(2) Participation in business entities and managing 10 
investments 11 

4(E)  Fiduciary activities12 
 

 


